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CONFIDENTIAL BELGRADE 6241 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UR BU YO 

SUB J : YUGOSLAVS VIEW BULGARIANS AS SOVIET TOOL 
REF: SOFIA 2563 

1. WE ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN REFTEL WHICH STRIKES 
US AS ACCURATE APPRAISAL. MACEDONIAN ISSUE AS WE NOTED 
IN OUR CABLE IS CENTRAL TO YUGOSLAVS' DEALINGS WITH 
BULGARIANS. WHILE YUGOSLAVS SELDOM ATTACK GREEKS ON THIS 
ISSUE, THEY GO AFTER BULGARIANS WITH VENGEANCE. REASON 
FOR THIS DIFFERENCE CLEARLY GOES BEYOND LARGER NUMBERS OF 
"MACEDONIANS" IN BULGARIA TO YUGOSLAV PERCEPTION OF AND 
CONTEMPT FOR BULGARIAN SUBSERVIENCE TO MOSCOW. THUS IT 
SEEMS TO ME ANSWER TO QUESTION IN REFTEL AS TO WHY THE 
YUGOSLAVS WOULD CONDITION STRENGTHENING OF RELATIONS WITH 
BULGARIA ON ACCOMMODATION OF MACEDONIAN ISSUE WHICH 
MAY REQUIRE MANIFESTATION OF BULGARIAN INDEPENDENCE 
OF THE SOVIET UNION IS THAT YUGOSLAVS FOLLOW SAME 
POLICY AS USG - IF BULGARIANS 
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HAVE NO FREEDOM OF ACTION THEY ARE NOT WORTH BOTHERING 
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WITH. IN MIDST OF CURRENT DISPLEASURE WITH SOVIETS 
OVER COMINFORMIST INTERVENTION, TITO "NOT READY TO REWARD 
MAJOR SOVIET PUPPET WITH PERSONAL MEETING UNLESS ZHIVKOV 
ABLE AND WILLING MAKE SOME CONCRETE PROGRESS ON 
MACEDONIAN QUESTION. ALSO SEEMS TO US FROM DETAILS OF 
DISCUSSION PER REFTEL THAT YUGOSLAV DEMANDS MAY NOT BE 
EITHER WHOLELY UNREALIZABLE OR UNREASONABLE. FOR EXAMPLE 
FACT 45 PERCENT FEWER BULGARIANS CROSSED INTO YUGOSLAVIA THIS 
YEAR THAN LAST DOES NOT INDICATE OVERWHELMINGLY FORTHCOMING 
ATTITUDE ON PART OF BULGARIANS. 
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